
Pulling Weeds, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43     Sunday, July 19, 2020 
 
Last week we talked about planting seeds. This week we’re talking about pulling weeds. The two go together. 

Every gardener knows that planting seeds is the easy part of having a successful garden. It is much more time 

consuming to weed that same garden. And it’s hard work. As someone has said: “When weeding, the best way to 

make sure you are removing a weed and not a valuable plant is to pull on it. If it comes out of the ground easily, it 

is a valuable plant.” 

There is another way to look at that: “To distinguish flowers from weeds, simply pull up everything. What grows 

back is weeds.” 

Some of you can relate to one unknown homemaker who wrote: I don’t do windows because . . . I love birds and 

don’t want one to run into a clean window and get hurt. I don’t wax floors because . . . I am terrified a guest will slip 

and get hurt.  I don’t disturb cobwebs because . . . I want every creature to have a home of their own. I don’t Spring 

Clean because . . . I love all the seasons and don’t want the others to get jealous. I don’t put things away because . . . 

my husband will never be able to find them again. I don’t do gourmet meals when I entertain because . . . I don’t want 

my guests to stress out over what to make when they invite me over for dinner. I don’t iron because . . . I choose to 

believe them when they say “Permanent Press.” And finally: I don’t pull weeds in the garden because . . . I don’t 

want to get in God’s way, He is an excellent designer! 

I doubt than anyone likes pulling weeds, including God. In today’s lesson Jesus tells a parable.   READ 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43   “He put before them another parable…He who has ears, let him hear.” 

On its surface, there is not much to be said about this parable except make sure you’re not a weed, because one day 

the weeds will be thrown into the fiery furnace. The weeds are all those “who do evil.” Oops. That’s a little 

disconcerting. All “who do evil.” Where does God draw the line? Murderers? Rapists? Adulterers? Thieves? Does 

fibbing on your tax returns count? How about gossiping, particularly if it borders on bearing false witness? How 

about the sins of omission? What about those who ignore their neighbors who are in need? How about those who give 

only a pittance to God after God has been so generous to them? Where is the line drawn? Could it be that Paul was 

right when he said in Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God?” Of course he was. What 

is our hope then? Is it not that the blood of Christ covers all our sins? I don’t know about you, but a fiery furnace 

doesn’t appeal to me, and if that day comes when God begins pulling weeds I certainly don’t want to depend on my 

own virtue. Having said that, however, we need to take this lesson seriously. 

WHY?  #1:  Pulling weeds is an important part of a successful life. 

There was an interesting report in the news a while back.         It was about an event designed for college kids. 

The purpose was to get them to take WEEDS seriously. It was called:   “the World Series of weeds” and “the 

Hula Bowl of herbicides.” Agriculture students from universities in the U.S. and Canadian competed in being able to 

identify weeds and to prescribe the right chemical to kill them. “They need to be able to recognize weeds when they 

are tiny,” said James Worthington of Western Kentucky University, president of the North Central Weed Science 

Society. “When a WEED get big enough that anybody can recognize them, it’s too late to do anything about 

them.”  

That’s an important statement: “When [weeds] get big enough that anybody can recognize them, it’s too late to 

do anything about them.” How many parents have been too late recognizing the weeds growing in the life of their 

children?   WEEDS LIKE:  drugs or depression or running with the wrong crowd? For that matter, how many adults 

have recognized too late that vices like alcohol or tobacco or gambling or some other addiction has them in its grasp?  

Or, even more likely, negative attitudes bitterness, resentment, bigotry. We don’t talk too much about such things 

in the church. We don’t want to sound judgmental. But maybe we should talk more about THESE WEEDS.   

Lives are still being destroyed. Hearts are still being broken. Relationships are being torn. And here’s the sad thing. 

The people whose lives are being choked by these weeds are, for the most part, not bad people. They are good 

people who simply weren’t vigilant about pulling the weeds. 



You may have read about a 61-year-old Massachusetts grandmother who ended up in a mess of trouble sometime 

back. It was on the first day of her new job as a school bus driver. She took some wrong turns and made some poor 

decisions as to which roads to take. She got so lost that she wound up in the state of Connecticut.  Because she had 

already picked up ten kids on her route, an all-points bulletin was issued for her on charges of kidnapping, and, since 

she had crossed the state line, the F.B.I. was called in. After finally locating the lady and interrogating her, the police 

and F.B.I. agents concluded that she had made some wrong turns and had simply lost her way. So they released her.  

A few wrong turns. It happens in life. It happens to good people. A few bad judgments and suddenly you are lost, 

entangled, trapped in the weeds, a golfer might say. Sometimes much is at stake. A marriage. Your health. The safety 

of others. Pulling weeds is an important part of a successful life. 

SO HOW DO WE DO IT?  AND DO IT WELL?  With God our Savior—the ONE WHO IS WITH US. You 

might not think so after reading this parable. God sounds like He is eager to destroy us when we do wrong. However, 

if you read this parable to say that God is a vengeful judge, you miss an important truth. The last thing God wants to 

do is destroy us. Instead, God makes us mindful of the weeds growing in our lives, and if we let Him, God, the 

faithful Master Gardener will deliver us from them.  WHY?  HE IS WITH US.   

In his book NIGHT, Elie Wiesel wrote of the year he spent in Auschwitz, where both his parents and his sister died 

and where he witnessed unspeakable horrors. He told of one terrible evening when the whole camp was forced to 

witness the hanging of three prisoners. One of them was just a child whose crime was stealing bread. Wiesel said the 

boy had the face of a sad angel. When the three victims were being prepared for execution, a man behind Wiesel 

asked, "Where is God?" As the whole camp was forced to march past the gallows where the two adults were no 

longer alive, but the boy was still dying, Wiesel heard the same man behind him asking, "Where is God now?" Ellie 

Wiesel said he heard a voice in himself answer him, "Where is God? God is here, hanging on this gallows...."  

 

The incarnate God in Christ, who himself died a despicable death on a cross, is always with us. He does not 

leave us alone in life or in death, in the best or the worst times. God shows up at the strangest times and in the 

strangest people 

God has no desire to destroy us. God is our Savior. God offers us forgiveness and the opportunity to start over. 

God’s only desire is to free us from the mess we’ve made of our lives. TO REMIND US—HE IS WITH US.   

It’s like a man who one day was walking through a park, and noticed a massive oak tree. A vine had grown up along 

its trunk. The vine started small nothing to bother about. But over the years the vine had gotten taller and taller. Now 

the entire lower half of the tree was covered by the vine’s creepers. The mass of tiny feelers was so thick that the tree 

looked as though it had hundreds of birds’ nests in it. The result was that the tree was in danger. This huge, solid oak 

was quite literally being taken over; the life was being squeezed from it. 

But the gardeners in that park had seen the danger. They had taken a saw and severed the trunk of the vine one neat 

cut across the middle. The tangled mass of the vine’s branches still clung to the oak, but the vine was now dead. That 

would gradually become plain as weeks passed and the creepers began to die and fall away from the tree.  

God is the GARDNER who wants to pull the WEEDS from our life. It is not God’s will that any of His children 

should suffer. God wants to help. Regardless of what a mess our lives are in right now, God can turn the worst of 

our messes into a masterpiece—if we will let Him.   

#3.  THIS PARABLE ALSO SHOWS US THE TRUE MEANING OF THE CROSS.  God wants to save us 

from the power of sin in this world as well as the world to come. 

To many people, the CROSS is only about getting people into heaven. They miss the glory of God’s plan and 

God’s purpose. The reason God hates sin is that it hurts God’s children. All of the sins that destroy people, 

destroy families, destroy relationships, destroy human potential God wants to pull them out and throw them in the 

fire. That is what the CROSS is all about. God wants to restore us to the beautiful creation God intended from the 

first for us to be. 



There is a parable of God’s plan in Kurt Vonnegut’s strange and disturbing book, Slaughterhouse Five. The central 

character is an optometrist named Billy Pilgrim who lives a rather ordinary existence in a fictional town in New York 

State. However, when the novel begins, he is a prisoner-of-war in Dresden, Germany during the Second World War. 

At one point in the novel Billy Pilgrim turns on a television and begins to see a movie about the war except he sees it 

in reverse. Use your imagination for a moment and visualize a war movie played backwards. Planes are in the air over 

a city that is in flames, but the bay doors beneath the planes open and rather than destroying the city below they 

actually seem to rebuild the city. As the planes fly backward away from the city, they seem to extinguish the fires. 

Meanwhile bombs, rather than falling from the planes are sucked upward into the belly of the planes while the planes 

continue flying backward to the base from which they had embarked. 

Meanwhile, on the ground the enemy has anti-aircraft guns, but rather than shooting missiles into the air destroying 

the planes and the men who fly them, the missiles return to the muzzles of the guns and planes which have fallen are 

restored whole to the sky where they rejoin the V-shaped formation of their squadron. Soldiers who have been blown 

apart are restored to wholeness and they are shipped backward to their homes where they turn in their uniforms. Soon 

they are high school students remember we are going backwards then young children, then mere babies with worlds 

of potential. Can you see it? 

In Billy Pilgrim’s mind he sees all of humanity moving backward through time until only two people are left, two 

perfect people without sin living in a perfect garden Adam and Eve.  Can you see it? 

THAT IS WHAT GOD SEES.  The world as God created it to be. A world without pain or suffering or hatred 

or violence or envy or greed. A world where people love and are loved without being used, without having their 

hearts and their lives broken because of the actions of others or by their own weaknesses. This is the world God wants 

for all of us. 

To be sure, we live in a broken world. And we cannot expect things to be perfect in this world ever again, but we can 

make a start in that direction, and we do that by making our way to the foot of the cross where we kneel in deep 

remorse and we ask God to pull any of the WEEDS that may be growing in our hearts. These may be weeds of 

bitterness, weeds of envy, weeds of lust, and the list goes on and on. Do you know which weeds are choking your 

spirit?  Give them to God. Let God throw them into the fire and consume them forever.  

God is our Savior. God is our Redeemer. God is the Master Gardener of our lives. Let God put the garden of 

your life in perfect order again.  AMEN. 


