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Maybe you've heard the story about the High School teacher who injured his back and had to wear a plaster cast 

around the upper part of his body. It was form fitted, fit under his shirt and wasn't noticeable at all. The first day of 

school he still had the cast on. He looked at his class roster and realized he'd been assigned to the toughest students in 

school.  He walked into the classroom, which was already rowdy and noisy. All the students were talking and 

laughing and either acted like he wasn't there or looked at him with disdain, daring him to say something, anything. 

The teacher walked over and opened a window as wide as possible and then started working at his desk. Several 

times, a strong breeze made his tie flip up into his face. Finally, he reached over, picked up the stapler and stapled the 

tie to his chest in three places and then continued working.   The class immediately quieted down and he didn't have 

any problems with discipline problems that entire year.  Wouldn't it be nice to have that kind of authority in 

everything you did? 

In today's passage, the people were absolutely amazed at the authority of Jesus and his teachings. Did you 

notice his AUTHORITY?  They said he taught as one having authority.  And then there was his presence with 

the man with the unclean spirit.  They asked, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even 

the unclean spirits, and they obey him."  YES, ALL WERE AMAZING AT WHAT HE WAS CAPABLE OF!! 

 

Jesus had Amazing Authority, like no one had ever seen before.  But where did it really come from?? 

Jesus’ authority came, first of all from his RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS FATHER.   As someone has noted, the 

teachers of the law in Jesus’ time didn’t speak with their own authority. They usually started all their comments with 

something like “There is a saying that . . .” or “Rabbi Such-and-Such has said that . . .”   Even the prophets rightly 

attributed their pronouncements to “Thus says the Lord . . .” But Jesus said simply, “I say to you . . .” How could 

Jesus do that and have people take him at his word? It was because of his relationship with the Father. 

It’s like the Sunday school teacher who was asking her first-grade class a question to which the correct answer was 

“Jesus.” One little girl called out, “God!” The teacher gently suggested she try again.   Another little girl piped up, 

“Jesus!”  When the teacher congratulated the second girl on the correct answer, the first little girl said in a huff, 

“Yeah. That’s what I meant--but I call him ‘God’ for short.”  This, of course, was the primary source of Jesus’ 

authority. He and his Father were one. 

Dr. Phil Majors says that when his second daughter, Megan, was born, he took her older sister, Jamie, to see her new 

sister. It so happened that twin boys were in the newborn nursery with Megan and they caught Jamie’s eye. She stared 

at them trying to fathom the mystery of two babies born on the same day to the same parents and so much alike. On 

their way home that evening, Majors says, Jamie turned to him and asked, “Dad, are God and Jesus twins?” 

Out of the mouth of babes . . . That was the primary source of Jesus’ authority--his relationship with his 

Father.   BUT THERE WERE OTHER SOURCES OF HIS AUTHORITY.   

Jesus’ authority also came from HIS GENUINE COMMITMENT TO SERVING OTHERS.   It made no 

difference who they were or what their needs, Jesus was there to serve. Of course, onlookers were amazed at the 

change Jesus made in the man with an unclean spirit.  They were astonished  at his willingness to engage with the 

man in the first place--a nobody, an obviously troubled spirit, an outcast--impressed them just as much. When he 

made a difference in this man’s life, it gave them the confidence that he could make a difference in their lives too. 

Dr. Edward Rosenow, formerly with the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, told of the experience that caused him 

to become associated with the field of medicine. When he was a small boy living in Minnesota, his brother became 

acutely ill. The family sweated it out until the doctor arrived. As the physician examined his sick brother, Edward 

Rosenow kept his eyes riveted on the anxious and anguished faces of his parents. Finally, the doctor turned to his 

parents with a smile and said, “You can relax, folks, your boy is going to be alright.”   Young Edward Rosenow was 

profoundly impressed with the change that announcement brought over his parents. In relating the incident in later 

years he said, “I resolved then and there that I was going to be a doctor so I could put light in people’s faces.” 

Jesus put light in people’s faces. He healed them and gave them hope. He still gives hope to people today. 



This authority also comes from HIS WILLINGNESS TO DO WHATEVER WAS NECESSARY TO 

ACCOMPLISH THAT WHICH HE WAS SENT TO DO!!    Any leader who is willing to give his or her all is 

going to gain the respect of his or her followers, and certainly that was true of Christ. THAT IS WHAT THE 

CROSS IS ALL ABOUT!! 

Out of World War II comes the story of a platoon of American soldiers stranded on one side of a mine field they had 

to cross. The commander came up with a plan: one man would walk across the mine field, leaving clear footprints for 

others to follow. If this first man hit a mine, then another man would walk across the field in his footsteps, until 

finally someone had cleared a path for all the other soldiers.  With their hearts in their throats, the young soldiers 

agreed to the plan. Which one would be chosen to walk the field first? To their surprise, the commander began 

walking across the field. As their leader, he insisted on risking his life for the sake of his men. The commander 

crossed the field safely. Following closely in his footsteps, all the soldiers made it across the field. 

If you were a soldier in this commander’s company, wouldn’t his willingness to give his all cause you to respect him, 

listen to him, and follow him? Remember, that if you are ever in a position of leadership--whether it is in your 

work, or your community, or just in your family, folk are more likely to follow you if…you are ready to commit to 

the task at hand. 

Of course Jesus above all persons was willing to do whatever was necessary to accomplish what his Father had 

sent him to do. His authority came from his relationship with the Father.  

His authority came from his genuine commitment to serving people. And his authority came from his 

willingness to do whatever it took—EVEN SACRIFICING HIS OWN LIFE--to accomplish that for which he 

was sent. 

But there is one more reason for Christ’s authority that is important to us today.  

YES, HIS OVERPOWERING INFLUENCE THROUGHOUT OUR WORLD CONTINUES TO GIVE HIM 

GREAT AUTHORITY.  It has been over 2000 years since  his death and resurrection, yet truth be known, no 

one has ever had the influence on human society that Christ has had. The early church can testify to this fact.   

Rodney Stark, a sociologist at the University of Washington, points out that when a major plague hit the ancient 

Roman Empire, Christians had surprisingly high survival rates. Why? It is because most Roman citizens would banish 

any plague-stricken person from their household. But because Christians had no fear of death, they nursed their sick 

instead of throwing them out on the streets. Therefore, many Christians survived the plague. Why did Christians not 

fear death? Because their Master taught them that he is the resurrection and the life and therefore death had no 

hold over them. He also taught them to love one another. That is how people were to know they were his followers, 

by their love. And so many Christians survived the plague. WILL MORE CHRISTIANS OVER COME “COVID-

19” THAN OTHERS IN THIS WORLD, WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE?    One of the sources of Christ’s 

authority through the ages has been his influence on those who follow him. 

YES, Jesus had authority over ILLNESS—HE HEALED THOSE HE TOUCHED WITH HIS LOVE. 

ALSO Jesus had authority over sin, forgiving our sins while here, and then taking the punishment for our sins 

on the cross. And in so doing, he vanquished the power of sin over us, if we just turn to Him.  Not only that, but 

Jesus had authority even over death. He raised Lazarus, the widow's son and Jairus' daughter from the dead. And 

death couldn't hold Him either. As a consequence, it no longer holds us. Jesus holds the authority in our lives. Not 

sin and death. 

Remember, Jesus did more than staple his tie to his chest, He gave Himself up to be nailed to the cross for our 

sin and for our sake. No wonder everyone was amazed by Jesus. No wonder he had such Amazing Authority.  

Does Jesus have that authority in your life? Have you invited Him to be the core of your beliefs, the rock upon which 

you stand and build your life? 

Jesus IS the “TRUE AUTHORITY” but now it is time to give him “FULL AUTHORITY” in your life!!  Amen. 


