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During Hollywood‘s golden years there were many people in the film industry who were known for their 

practical jokes.  One of the best known and most creative of these was a fellow by the name of Jack 

McDermott. He was a writer and director of movies. McDermott‘s favorite gag was to take his guests for a ride 

in his Model-T Ford. Taking them into the mountains, he would careen around curves at perilous speeds. When 

a guest would complain about his recklessness, he would yank the steering wheel from its post and toss it over 

the mountain side. His panic stricken rider didn‘t know that he had installed foot controls for steering.  

McDermott also had a house full of secret tunnels and sliding panels. It was best known for the wild parties held 

there.  The house featured a hidden room which was upside down. The rugs and furniture were fastened to the 

ceiling; and the drapes, pictures and even the fireplace were upside down. The floor had an elaborate chandelier 

thrust upwards from its center. When a house guest would have too much to drink, McDermott would take him 

into this special room and place him on the floor. You can imagine what it felt like to wake up there—AND 

TRY TO WALK in a room that is upside down!! 

In our world today, many Christians feel they are WALKING IN A WORLD THAT IS UPSIDE DOWN.  
WHY?  When we are faithful to what we believe, we seem out of step with everyone around us.   Jesus said, 

"What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 

housetops..."   It‘s time to bring out into the light of day some of the sharp contrasts between the values of our 

faith and the values of the world in which we live.  Especially with all the challenges we are facing right 

now!!!  DUE TO THESE CHALLENGES-- DO YOU EVER FEEL YOU ARE WALKING UPSIDE 

DOWN???  Do you ever feel you will never find a “COMMON GROUND” between your Values and the 

Values of our World?   

The 1st thought we need to bring out of the DARKNESS and Look at IN THE LIGHT is the Fact that:  

Christians Believe There Are Some Things That Never Change. 

YES…Christians believe there are some things that will never change.   “God gives life, God takes life 

away.  God loves and God forgives.  God was at the beginning and God will be at the end.  However, we live in 

a world that believes in relative standards, statics.  Beliefs that don’t ground themselves in faith.  Yet, when you 

challenges them, you find that so many of their beliefs are grounded in FAITH…Like, do you believe the Sun 

will come up tomorrow?   Most people ground themselves in some sort of Morality as well. And there are no 

absolutes according to this way of thinking. Each culture is free to make its own rules. Marriage is simply a 

piece of paper. The two-parent family is obsolete. "Til death us do part..." Yet, there is no guarantee in this 

absolute Contract.  Yet both groups, ground themselves in it.  Yes, we have lost the society that was stable and 

concrete.  That worked during the week, shut down on the weekends.  Worshipped on Sunday and always spent 

time with Family.  Family…What is the family unit today?   

Yes, many would say that our society seems to be careening down a mountain out of control. Someone 

has yanked out the steering wheel without installing foot controls by which to guide the car the rest of the 

way down. 

Steve Green, who sang six years with Bill and Gloria Gaither, tells about getting to know some of the work 

crews in the large auditoriums where their concerts were held. The Gaithers prefer concerts in the round, which 

means extra work for those who set-up. These men walk four-inch rafter beams ” often a hundred feet above a 

concrete floor ” to hang sound speakers and spot lights. For such work, understandably, they are well paid. The 

men Green talked to weren’t bothered by the sight of looking down a hundred feet. What they didn’t like, they 

said, were jobs in buildings that had false ceilings” acoustical tile slung just a few feet below the rafters. They 

were still high in the air, and if they slipped, their weight would smash right through the flimsy tile down to the 

concrete floor below. But thanks to the false ceilings their minds seemed to play tricks on them, lulling them 

into carelessness. 

You have to wonder if those who question “MORALITY” in our society are not providing people with a 

false ceiling through which they also may plunge from their RISKY SITUATION on tiny rafters. Would 



you say that our society is improving in its care for the young, in building responsible citizens to preserve our 

future?  Are we teaching them the character necessary to cope with life‘s many demands? Christians see a world 

that is very quickly turning upside down because we have rejected the unchanging standards of God.    That is 

our first concern: there are some things that do not change. 

The next truth about Christian’s values and the values of our world Are:  Christians Believe That People 

Are Accountable for Their Actions. 

A few hundred years ago, bed mattresses in America used to be filled with a stuffing of corn husks. Each year it 

was the children’s job to refill the family ‘s bed mattresses. They had to be very careful to use the right amount 

of husks for each bed. If the children were careless or hurried, they might run out of husks before they got to 

their own mattresses. Then they would have to fill their own mattresses with straw or other inferior materials. 

This would often leave their mattresses lumpy. From this practice comes the saying: "You made your bed, so lie 

in it."  

It’s an old expression, but most of us probably subscribe to it. "You made your bed...." Christians will never be 

comfortable in a society that says sex outside marriage is fine as long as you use a condom. Christians will 

never be comfortable in a society that says if you get pregnant, that’s all right, too. Just get an abortion. Or a 

society single parenting is "in." Indeed, over half the children alive in America today will live part of their lives 

in a single parent household. 

Many Christians are concerned about the extreme tactics employed by some of the Pro-life groups. Still, you do 

not have to be a member of Operation Rescue to question the propriety of abortion as simply a convenient if 

tardy form of birth control. Somewhere there has got to be a better way. And there are many fine Christians all 

over this country who are single parents. These folks are struggling to make ends meet as well as juggle all the 

demands of being almost solely responsible for their children. They are to be saluted. By the grace of God 

they’re doing the very best they can. But none of them would hold their situation up as ideal. 

We are not saying the world is divided into good folks and bad folks and we’re the good. That’s not true. We 

are all sinners saved by the grace of Jesus Christ. It’s just that we believe there is something redemptive and 

maturing about people taking responsibility for their actions. That is how character is built -- not by taking the 

easy way out. It is recognizing that we make certain choices, and that there are consequences to those choices. 

Christians believe that people are accountable for how they live. Certainly, most of us have come from 

relatively privileged circumstances. We may not think of ourselves as privileged, but we are. Just to have a 

strong family who loved us and taught us right from wrong is privileged in today‘s world. We have not walked 

in other people‘s shoes. Still, we believe that people have the ability to choose how they will live their lives. 

And with that freedom comes responsibility. 

Chuck Colson tells about a book titled The Criminal Personality. In it the authors describe their careful study of 

250 habitual criminals.   The book talks about the conventional view that criminals are victims of abuse and 

deprivation. The authors were looking for the social, psychological, or economic factors that could be said to 

"cause" crime. 

To their surprise, they couldn’t find any. They did find one thing that habitual lawbreakers had in common, 

though. Given a choice, they chose to break the law.   People do have that freedom. You and I have that 

freedom. But our actions always have consequences. We live in a moral universe where truly no one is an 

island. Christians believe that people are accountable for their actions. 

And the final thought about what separate Christians and the World is:  Christians Believe that there is 

Only One Way That the World Will Be Set Right. 

Billy Graham was preaching a few years ago at a crusade. This was during the time that the television series 

"Dallas" was getting a lot of publicity. Billy Graham asked the same question that many people had asked in 

those last few months. "Who shot J.R.?" That shot which was heard ‘round the world caused many people to 



wonder who had fired the near-fatal bullet. Billy Graham, in a humorous sort of way said, "I’ll tell you who 

shot J.R. It was a sinner."  The question Dr. Menninger asked years ago “Whatever Happened to Sin?” is at 

the heart of the solution for the world‘s problems. Christians believe that human beings are at heart sinners. 

That is, we are separated from God. And because we are separated from God, we have a tendency to foul 

up our lives—to live in the DARK INSTEAD OF THE LIGHT.   

Susan J. Bagg is a pastor in Ohio. She says that as a small child she was prone to get into trouble. She always 

knew when she had done something wrong. Her mom would always let her know and she would be punished. 

One day she knew she was in trouble. Her mom was looking for her. So she hid. She hid under her bed. But you 

have to understand her bed was only six to eight inches off the floor. She hid there until her mom was not so 

angry. Susan thought it was safe to come out. But she couldn’t get out; she was stuck. She had forgotten that 

when she went under the bed she had to turn her head to the side. She couldn’t remember how to get out. 

Finally she had to yell, "Mom, I’m stuck!" 

How many of us have gotten ourselves into an uncomfortable situation through our sinfulness and have had to 

plead with God, "I’m stuck"? 

But our situation is not hopeless and neither is the world’s. There is a cure for the world’s madness and it’s 

found on a hill called Calvary. 

I began this message describing some practical jokes pulled off during the golden years of Hollywood.  

The Walt Disney studio had a reputation as a hive of these JOKE PRANKSERS.  A certain technician 

there handled film all day long and his friends convinced him that, as a consequence of his work, his body was 

storing up an enormous charge of electricity. They told him that unless he got rid of some of it, he might 

disintegrate in a bolt of lightning.  His concern became known and finally his co-workers got together and told 

him they had come up with a method of clearing out his system. Placing him in a chair, they wrapped copper 

wire around his leg, threaded it up through his zipper and out the office window. The wire led to the ground and 

into a large can of water. The poor fellow sat there for the longest time letting so-called juice flow out of his 

body while his co-workers gathered in a circle around him trying to keep a straight face. He had no idea he 

was the target of a mindless prank.  

So, remember, WORTHLESS ATTEMPTS to help people find a way to put their worlds right-side-up will be 

WASTE OF TIME.  WHY??   There is only one cure for sin, and that is to surrender to the Savior. 

There are some things in this world that are unchanging. People are accountable for their actions. But there 

is but ONE HOPE for us all -- the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ—THE LORD THAT PROMISES 

"Freedom “From Sin” and “Resurrection from the Dead.”  THE LORD THAT PROMISES ALL OF US A 

WAY OUT OF THE “DARKNESS.”   

Amen. 

 


