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It's time for us to visit again with our old friend Charlie Brown. Charlie, Linus, and Lucy are on their way to school. 

It's “Show and Tell” day. Lucy asks Linus if he has remembered to bring anything for show and tell. 

"Yes," Linus answers, "I have a couple of things here to show the class." He then unfolds some papers. "These are 

copies I've been making of some of the Dead Sea scrolls," he says. Holding them up for Charlie Brown and Lucy to 

inspect he continues. "This is a duplicate of the scroll of Isaiah, chapters 3840. It was made from 17 pieces of sheep 

skin and was found in a cave by a Bedouin shepherd." 

Pulling out another piece of paper he says, "Here I have made a copy of the earliest known fragment ever found. It's a 

portion of I Samuel 23: 916. I'll try to explain to the class how these manuscripts have influenced modern 

scholarship."  Lucy responds, "Very interesting, Linus," and she turns to Charlie Brown, who has a frustrated 

expression on his face, and asks, "Are you bringing something for show and tell Charlie Brown?" 

"Well," says a dejected Charlie Brown, "I had a little red fire engine here but I think I'll just forget it." 

Our theme for the day comes from words spoken about Jesus. After he had taught and after he had healed and after he 

had cast out demons the people said about him, "He has done all things well."     What more can anybody say 

about any of us?  

Some years ago, Winston Lloyd, who later became one of our top foreign policy experts, was an aide to Secretary of 

State Henry Kissinger. One day he brought to Kissinger a long-a-waited report on conflicts in South America.  

Without even glancing at the report, Kissinger asked, "Is this the very best you can do?" 

Lloyd stammered for a few moments and said, "There might be a few informational gaps." "Take it back," Kissinger 

said and dismissed him.  Two weeks later, after working night and day, Lloyd again entered Kissinger's office and 

held out the report.  "Is this the very best you can do?" Kissinger asked, without looking at the document. 

Lloyd hesitated and admitted that there were some parts of the report that were incomplete. Kissinger told him to take 

it back. Three weeks later Lloyd asked for another meeting.  For the third time Kissinger asked, "Is this the very best 

you can do?"   Lloyd replied, "Mr. Secretary, this is my very best effort." 

Kissinger smiled and said, "That's all I ever ask. I'll be happy to read your report." 

You and I are not saved by works, I want to make that clear. We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ. Still I 

wonder if we will not someday stand before the throne of God and be asked that most terrifying of all questions, "Did 

you do your best?" 

I realize that we are only human. We are not Jesus. None of us are going to do "all things well." Having said that, 

though, I believe that it is to our benefit if we DO NOT try and live as Tacitus once described Tiberius, the Roman 

emperor. 

Tacitus said about Tiberius, "He feared the best, was ashamed of the worst, and chose the innocuous middle." Do 

you live in the innocuous middle? 

The angel said to the church at Laodicea, "Would that you were hot or cold, but because you are lukewarm because 

you have chosen the innocuous middle, I will spew you out of my mouth." 

THE CALL TO FOLLOW JESUS CHRIST IS, FIRST OF ALL, A CALL TO SET LOFTY GOALS. 

Peter Drucker, the management guru, wrote a book entitled THE EFFECTIVE EXECUTIVE. In that book he reminds 

us that it is not easy to stick to our goals. A story from the publishing world illustrates his point. We are all familiar 

with the New York TIMES. The New York TIMES is not just a newspaper, it is the standard for written English in 

the United States. Of all papers, the TIMES can ill afford mistakes. They stake their reputation on being precise. 



The man in charge of reaching this goal is the executive editor. His reputation is at stake too. The story goes that 

during the great New York power blackout of the 60s, only one newspaper actually managed to appear, the New York 

TIMES. 

They did it by shifting printing operations immediately across the Hudson to Newark, New Jersey where the power 

plants were functioning and where the Newark EVENING NEWS had a local printing plant. 

The TIMES editors ordered a million copies of the paper but they got less than half of that number. Just as the TIMES 

went to press, three of the editors and the executive editor started arguing about how to hyphenate one word. This 

took 48 minutes, or half the total time they had to go to print. 

For the editor, the loss of profits wasn't the issue. The TIMES, he argued, sets the standard for American English and, 

therefore, cannot afford a mistake. He won the argument and half the papers never went out. But his goal was to reach 

grammatic excellence and he didn't waver from it.  

That is a lofty standard, is it not? Can we not, as followers of Jesus Christ, establish a lofty standard for our lives? 

Is it not possible for a generation that prizes excellence in business to think in terms of excellence in living? The call 

to follow Christ is a call to set lofty goals. For example: to be the most loving human being possible. That would be 

a worthy goal, would it not? 

Richard Wilkie wrote a book on the Lord's Prayer. In it, he described how Dr. Albert Schweitzer loved to play Bach 

on the organ. In fact, even while he was serving as a surgeon in the steamy jungles of Africa, he was still known 

throughout the world for his musicianship. He loved music, but he loved people more. 

One evening, as one of the nurses was preparing to leave Lamborine, he stood at the gangplank preparing to bid her 

goodbye.   As he took her hand he said, "Before you go, I want to recall an incident that happened several months 

ago. One night, you took a sick baby into your own bedroom so that you could care for it even as you slept. All 

through the night I heard cries coming from your room. Finally, in the wee hours of the morning, the tone in the 

baby's cry changed. Immediately I knew that the fever had broken and that the child would get better. I'm supposed to 

be somewhat of a musician but I want you to know that was the most beautiful music I've ever heard."  

Schweitzer sought for excellence as a musician but he also sought for excellence in loving human beings. That 

would be a lofty goal, wouldn't it--to be the most loving human being in our community? To be the most trustworthy? 

To be the most generous? 

The call to follow Christ is the call to set lofty goals. 

BUT DON’T STOP THERE…THE CALL TO FOLLOW CHRIST IS A CALL TO COMMIT ALL WE ARE 

AND ALL WE HAVE TO HIM. 

We need to be reminded of the words of James Francis Burns, Secretary of State under Franklin Roosevelt, who once 

said, "I discovered at an early age that most of the difference between average people and great people can be 

explained in three words, AND THEN SOME. 

"The top people did what was expected of them and then some. They were considerate and thoughtful of others 

and then some. They met their obligations and responsibilities fairly and squarely and then some. They were good 

friends to their friends and then some. They could be counted on in an emergency and then some."  

Following Christ calls us to set lofty goals and then to go that extra mile to see that those lofty goals are made 

tangible. We do what others do and then some. 

E. Paul Hovey tells about an eager young person, employed during his summer vacation in a shirt factory. He worked 

very hastily so that he might receive a bonus offered to those who put out the largest quantity of work. 

In his haste, however, the youth destroyed much good cloth. When the superintendent reprimanded him for his haste, 

the boy said that only a few shirts were poorly cut out.   85% per cent were all right. In school, 85 percent is pretty 



good.  His boss retorted, "A grade of 85 may be good enough in school but I'd soon go out of business if 15 per cent 

of my material is spoiled. When you work quickly, you must work more skillfully." Giving what others give and 

then some. 

William Barclay once told about a monk named Telemachus. Barclay tells us that this monk wanted a holy life so 

he went into the desert to pray, to fast, and to save his soul. In that lonely life, he sought nothing but God, but it 

finally dawned on him that that was not selfless but selfish. 

So, he made a long pilgrimage to Rome where he could serve people. When he got there, he discovered that even 

though Rome was ostensibly Christian they still had the gladiatorial games.  On the day Telemachus arrived, a great 

Roman general came into the city in a grand parade and was brought to the coliseum where he could watch the games 

and the populous could celebrate the general's victories. 

Telemachus could not bear to watch the savagery of persons for whom Christ died killing one another for 

entertainment's sake. He jumped into the arena even though he was elderly and frail and was still dressed in his 

hermit's ragged clothing. He came between the gladiators and for a moment they stopped. 

The crowds roared, "Let the games go on."  So, the gladiators pushed him roughly aside. He again tried to stop 

them and the crowd hurled rocks at him, "Kill him! Get him out of the way." 

A nod was given by the commander of the games and a gladiator's sword flashed and stabbed. Telemachus lay dead. 

Then the crowd grew silent. People began to leave. The games ended and it is said that they never began again. 

Telemachus made his witness and then some.  Following Christ is going beyond the token commitment of the 

crowd. 

FINALLY, FOLLOWING CHRIST IS TO MODEL OURSELVES AFTER HIM. Many of you are familiar with 

the name Elton Trueblood. Trueblood has been, over the past number of decades, one of the most influential 

Christian writers. 

In his autobiography, WHILE IT IS DAY, he tells about being a young student at Harvard and coming into contact 

with William L. Sperry who was dean of the divinity school. In addition to the personal influence Dean Sperry had on 

him, Trueblood said that the greatest influence was in a piece of advice that the dean gave him as a young divinity 

student. 

Dean Sperry continually advised Trueblood to soak himself in the great models. By doing this, by following this 

advice, Trueblood learned to develop what he called "the habitual vision of greatness."  

Choosing great persons for models is good advice for any young person. WHO WOULD BE ON YOUR LIST?  

A few of us might choose Mother Teresa. Some may choose Martin Luther King, Jr. Others Billy Graham. But if you 

want to find someone who has done all things well, who epitomized excellency in all areas of life, the list would be 

mighty short. 

One of our most eminent theologians over the last century, whose name you would recognize immediately, spent his 

life teaching about faith and yet not long after his death his widow published a book about his life that showed 

another side to the man, a very regrettable and sordid side. 

Who shall I choose to follow? There is only one who achieved excellence in every area of life and that one was 

JESUS OF NAZARETH.  He lived well, he taught well, he died well. Beyond that, he rose triumphantly and lives 

FOREVER.  

HE IS OUR MODEL.   He is the one who calls us to set lofty goals, to seek after excellence in every area of our 

lives and who is with us as we seek to go beyond the token commitment of our Society.  When the Father asks,       

“Is this your very BEST?”  HOW WILL YOUR RESPOND?  Will you accept the challenge that you still have 

time for? “…Will you do for others and THEN SOME?”     Amen. 

 


