
On Picking Your Battles, Matthew 18:15-20    Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020 
 
There was a church where the pastor and the minister of music were not getting along. As time went by, this began to 

spill over into the worship service.  The first week the pastor preached on commitment and how we all should 

dedicate ourselves to the service of God. The music director led the song, "I Shall Not Be Moved." 

The second week the pastor preached on tithing and how we all should gladly give to the work of the Lord. The 

director led the song, "Jesus Paid it All." 

The third week the pastor preached on gossiping and how we should all watch our tongues. The music director led the 

song, "I Love to Tell the Story." 

With all this going on, the pastor became very disgusted over the situation and the following Sunday told the 

congregation that he was considering resigning. The musician led the song, "Oh Why Not Tonight?" 

As it came to pass, the pastor did indeed resign. The next week he informed the church that it was Jesus who led him 

there and it was Jesus who was taking him away. The music leader led the song, "What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus."  

IS THERE ANYBODY YOU HAVE TROUBLE GETTING ALONG WITH?   You know, most of us have 

someone who gets under our skin. I found this clipping that appeared a while back in the national media. 

In one of those good news/bad news things, school officials in Boston, report that fighting by boys in school yards is 

down. Picking up the slack, unfortunately, are girls, who are resorting less to name-calling and more to throwing 

punches. Equal opportunity stupidity, I guess.  

A few years ago at the Daytona 500, NASCAR legend Richard Petty was in third place going into the last lap. All at 

once the car in second place tried to pass the No. 1 car on the final stretch. This caused the first car to drift inside and 

forced the challenger onto the infield grass, and slightly out of control. What happened next was incredible. The 

offended driver pulled his car back onto the track, caught up with the leader, and forced him into the outside wall. 

Both vehicles came to a screeching halt. The two drivers jumped out and quickly got into an old-fashioned slugging 

match. In the meantime, third-place Petty cruised by for the win.  GOOD OLE BOY STUPIDITY.   

Wouldn't it be great if we could take interpersonal hostility out of life? Wouldn't it be great if we could live in 

peace and harmony with all people? Well, Jesus tried to help us out with this. "If your brother sins against you," 

said Jesus, “go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother 

over." 

THIS IS THE ADVICE WE SOULD LISTEN TO RIGHT NOW, MORE THAN EVER.  Think how many 

arguments, conflicts, fist-fights, maybe even deaths we could avoid in the midst of Covid, in the midst of Racial 

Injustice, if we simply followed Jesus' advice. 

This is Labor Day weekend. Did you know that a few years ago a company sued a union because the union DIDN'T 

go on strike? In 1983, Colonial Manor Nursing Home of Youngstown, Ohio, took the Service Employees 

International Union to court for not following through on the union's threat to strike. When labor negotiations between 

the workers and the nursing home broke down, union members authorized a strike and gave Colonial a ten-day notice 

of their intentions as required by federal law. The nursing home responded by spending $15,000 to recruit, 

interview, and train people to fill the forty-seven jobs it expected to be vacant from the anticipated strike. 

However, the union didn't go on strike. On the day the strike was supposed to begin, the union employees showed up 

for work--and so did the replacements. 

Faced with meeting the payroll for two staffs, Colonial sued the union for "fraud and negligence" and asked for $3 

million in punitive damages in addition to actual damages. The union countersued. Eventually, both sides settled their 

dispute at the bargaining table and dropped their lawsuits. Workplace stupidity. 

Why can't we sit down with people with whom we have a grievance and work things out before things get out 

of hand?   I want you to NOTICE IN JESUS TEACHING…HE SAID, The person who is sinned against is the one 

who must take the first step. 



 JESUS IS SAYING TO US THAT THE ONE WHO IS RIGHT IS SOMETIMES NOT AS IMPORTANT AS 

MAINTAINING COMMUNICATION. 

In the comic strip, Andy Capp, the principal character is a chronically unemployed cockney ne'er-do-well who spends 

most of his days playing soccer and most of his nights at the corner pub, both of which drive his long-suffering wife, 

Flo, up the wall. In one episode, Andy is pacing the floor while Flo stands with her arms crossed. 

Finally, she breaks the silence: "Three whole days without speaking. This is ridiculous." In the next frame she says to 

Andy, "I'm sorry I acted the way I did . . . you were right. Friends?" A bit confused, Andy says, "OK, friends." 

Flo hugs him and gives him a kiss on the cheek. As Andy leaves the house, he meets one of his soccer buddies, who 

says, "I "heard that, Andy. It takes a good woman to apologize when she is in the wrong." 

As they walk down the street, Andy reflects on Charlie's remark and replies, "It takes a better one to apologize when 

she's not."  

Now I recognize the danger in using this example. Too many women through the years have allowed themselves to be 

walked on in order to maintain peace in the home. This is unhealthy for both partners and for the marriage. Still, 

there are times when who's right is not as important as maintaining communication. 

Some years back there was a report in the press that Turkish Airlines had fired 2 of their Good Pilots.  WHY?   It 

seems these two were flying 240 passengers from Bangkok to Istanbul when they got into a fist fight in the cockpit 

while arguing over the plane's altitude. 

It's important that we choose our battles. Endangering a plane-load of passengers by fighting over who's right is 

irresponsible. So is endangering a marriage or a company or a job or a friendship or a church. Yes, it sometimes 

happens in a church --and not only between pastors and choir directors, BUT ALSO BETWEEN US!!   We must 

choose our battles. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was imprisoned in a concentration camp. One day a German officer walked by and Bonhoeffer 

saluted him and said, "Heil, Hitler." Bonhoeffer noticed that another prisoner next to him was refusing to salute, and 

whispered to him, "Salute, you fool. This isn't worth dying for." Some things simply aren't worth dying for or 

destroying a relationship for. This is not a call for us to sweep important disagreements under the rug. It is a call for 

us to confront our disagreements honestly rather than withdrawing in silence and resentment. YES, WE MUST 

CHOOSE OUR BATTLES. 

And that brings us to the last thing we need to see: SOMETIMES THERE IS AN URGENCY TO MEND 

FENCES WITH THOSE WHO HAVE DONE US WRONG. There is always a danger in procrastination. There 

may be someone here today who needs to go immediately to someone who has hurt you and make things right. 

Dennis E. Mannering, teaches adults at a Community College.  He once shared an assignment he once gave to a 

sociology class of mature adults.  He gave them the assignment to "go to someone you love, and tell them that you 

love them." 

At the beginning of the next class, one of the students began by saying, "I was angry with you last week when you 

gave us this assignment. I didn't feel I had anyone to say those words to. But as I began driving home my conscience 

started talking. Then I knew exactly who I needed to say "I love you" to. Five years ago, my father and I had a vicious 

disagreement and never really resolved it. We avoided seeing each other unless we absolutely had to at family 

gatherings. We hardly spoke. So by the time I got home, I had convinced myself I was going to tell my father I loved 

him. "Just making that decision seemed to lift a heavy load off my chest.  "At 5:30, I was at my parents' house ringing 

the doorbell, praying that Dad would answer the door. I was afraid if Mom answered, I would chicken out and tell her 

instead. But as luck would have it, Dad did answer the door. 

"I didn't waste any time. I took one step in the door and said, "˜Dad, I just came over to tell you that I love you.” 

"It was as if a transformation came over my dad. Before my eyes his face softened, the wrinkles seemed to disappear 

and he began to cry. He reached out and hugged me and said, "˜I love you too, son, but I've never been able to say it.' 



"But that's not even my point. Two days after that visit, my dad had a heart attack and is in the hospital. I don't 

even know if he'll make it. 

"So my message to all of you is this: Don't wait to do the things you know need to be done. What if I had waited to 

tell my dad? Take the time to do what you need to do and do it now!"  

That's the advice that Jesus would give us. People hurt us. Sometimes intentionally, sometimes without meaning to. 

But sometimes who is in the right and who is in the wrong is not as important as finding a common ground 

where the relationship can be maintained.  

Sometimes that means that we have to take the first step, even though we know that the other person is in the 

wrong.    

AND THE “BEST TIME” TO TAKE THAT STEP IS TODAY!! 

 


