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We’re just ten days past April Fools’ Day, and I wanted to run a little poll this morning. Raise your hand if you 
fall into one of these Groups?  1: How many of you love to pull pranks on April Fools’ Day? 2: How many of 
you have ever fallen for an April Fools’ prank? It’s hard to admit it, but some of us are just a little more trusting 
than others. And that can get us into trouble sometimes. 
 
There’s an old story of a man who walked into a local pub and introduced himself to the guy at the next table. 
The man said, “I guess you’ve probably heard of me. My name’s been in the news recently.” The second 
man said, “No, sorry, who are you?”  The first man puffed out his chest, “I’m last year’s winner of the World’s 
Most Gullible Man competition!”  The second man said, “Wow! I’ve never met a world champion before. How 
did it feel to win?”  The first man said, “Best day of my life. But I recently lost the title.”  The second man 
said, “Really? When?”  The first man smiled slowly and said, “Just now.”  

Yes, some of us are a little more gullible than others. A little too trusting. Did you know that some scientific 
studies claim that there’s a correlation between high intelligence and gullibility? This is no joke. 

Ricky Jay was a famous magician. He was considered by many magicians to be the best sleight-of-hand artist 
in the world. In an interview with 60 Minutes, Jay said, “the ideal audience would be [a group of] Nobel Prize 
winners . . . They often have an ego with them that says, ‘I am really smart so I can’t be fooled.’ No one,” says 
Ricky Jay, “is easier to fool.”  That’s interesting. No one is easier to fool than a really smart person. So those of 
you who raised your hand to the second question about being gullible can stop blushing. It’s a sign of your 
intelligence that you are easily taken advantage of. 

  Was he AFRAID of appearing GULLIBLE? Afraid to trust something that was too good to be true? Is that why 
we have trouble believing in Jesus’ resurrection too, some of us? 

Our Scripture lesson from John’s Gospel is about the world’s most famous doubter. The news of Jesus’ 
resurrection spread quickly among his disciples. You can imagine the quickened pulse and the rapid, excited 
speech of those who had encountered the risen Christ as they shared their experience with others. You can 
also imagine the difficulty that those who heard their story had in believing them.  WHY? 

The first recipients of the good news of Easter were HYSTERICAL WOMEN—ones who were hard to 
believe.  As more and more of the disciples and followers of Jesus encountered the risen Christ, however, the 
stories gained credibility. 

The most famous holdout of the group was a disciple named THOMAS--called the Twin. “Unless I see the 
print of the nails in his hands,” said Thomas, “and place my fingers in the print of the nails, and unless I 
can put my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  

Many of us have had times in our lives when we could identify with Thomas.   WE TOO HAVE DOUBT.    
We too have rebelled. And here is something we need to recognize: Doubt is one of the most important tools 
that God uses to produce mighty men and women of faith. I worry about someone who says to me, “I have 
never doubted for one moment my faith in God.” My friend, are you alive? Do you have a brain? Do you ever use 
it? 

A few of you may have heard the name Ravi Zacharias before. Ravi was a well-known and well-respected** 
Christian apologist who died this past year. Lest you get the wrong idea, an apologist is not somebody who 
apologizes for the faith. Quite the contrary, Christian apologetics is a branch of Christian theology that defends 
Christianity against the objections of DOUBTERS, and Ravi Zacharias was one of the best at that. 

Ravi grew up in India, one of four children. He endured frequent beatings by his father for doing poorly in 
school. His family was Anglican, but he was a “skeptic” until the age of 17 when he tried to commit suicide by 
swallowing poison. Not long before this sad event, Ravi attended a Christian youth conference. At that 



conference he came forward to give his life to Jesus, but he still struggled with questions and doubts. An 
evangelist from the youth conference visited Ravi in the hospital. He listened to Ravi’s questions, counseled 
him, prayed with him. When Ravi left the hospital, he dedicated his life to bringing others to the faith. 

He became an author and speaker and traveled the world over a 50-plus year ministry sharing his faith and 
debating skeptics. He also led a ministry that trained speakers in apologetics and sent them to speak at college 
campuses and conferences worldwide. He understood what it’s like to honestly confront questions and doubts 
about God. He understood what it’s like to struggle with the idea of ultimate truth. And because of this struggle, 
Ravi and his colleagues were willing to take on any questions in the spirit of open debate with compassion. 

Over the decades, Ravi saw the questions change. As he says of the questions he was fielding from 
audiences today, “. . . the questions are getting larger and larger and the soul is getting emptier and 
emptier . . .” Ravi Zacharias understood what it is to struggle with one’s faith, and so he could deal with 
doubting individuals with love and compassion. 

I sometimes wonder if God has not deliberately placed many obstacles to faith in our world. If He meant 
for us to walk with utter certainty, why does He not reveal Himself more clearly? And why didn’t He give us a 
guidebook that is not open to as many diverse interpretations as the Bible? Why doesn’t He just speak to us in a 
clear voice at the close of the service and reveal Himself so that, like those early disciples, we can leave here 
and tell our friends, “I have seen the Lord.” 

It seems clear to me that God intends for us to struggle with the great questions of life. It may be that such a 
struggle is essential to a strong, mature faith. Never to have doubted is never to have taken the walk of faith 
seriously.  

We must add, however, that in order to experience the true joy that God intends for each of His 
children, there must come a time when we move beyond our doubts to a faith that is stronger than our 
doubts. 

I heard recently about a young couple named Tommy and Sophia. Tommy and Sophia experienced a struggle 
common in many marriages. Sophia wanted to attend church together, but Tommy didn’t. He got nothing out of 
the services, he contended. No inspiration. No comfort. He had too many doubts and unanswered questions. 
And he wasn’t going to sit in the church every week and pretend that it meant anything to him. 

And so, the arguments continued between Tommy and Sophia. One day Sophia asked Tommy in 
frustration, “What do you believe in?” 

Tommy thought for a moment then said, “Jesus. I like Jesus. He makes a lot of sense to me at times. But to buy 
into Jesus I’ve got to buy into too much other stuff that isn’t helpful at all. Take this Virgin Mary business, for 
example. And then there’s the miracles . . . I honestly doubt that it really happened that way. Maybe the 
disciples just made it up for all we know.” At the end of their discussion, however, Tommy agreed to keep his 
promise and go with her on Sundays for a few more months. 

One Sunday the GOSPEL reading caught Tommy’s attention about someone who could have been called 
Tommy. It was, of course, about Thomas. Thomas had DOUBTS.  SO, HE DID!!  “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe,” 
said Thomas.           Tommy couldn’t have put it better himself. “If only I could see his body,” Tommy 
thought to himself. “If only I could touch his body. That’s the way we Thomas people are.” 

Tommy became fixated on this one idea. “If I could just see Jesus, if I could just touch his body, then I would 
believe.” He was still pondering this when Sophia went up to the altar for communion. And then Tommy’s 
thoughts were interrupted by the priest holding up the broken loaf of bread and announcing, “This is the body 
of Christ given for you.”  



“If I could just see Jesus, if I could just touch his body, then I would believe,” said Tommy. What does it 
mean to see Jesus and to touch him? Tommy couldn’t see Jesus in the miracles. But when he saw in the broken 
bread a picture of Jesus’ body broken and scarred for him, he suddenly understood what it was to see Jesus. He 
understood why doubting Thomas exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!”     He was NOW able to see Jesus in a 
whole NEW WAY!!! 

But there is a final thing to be said.  

Christian FAITH CAN ONLY “GROW” FROM THE INSIDE.  If you as a Christian continue TO view your 
FAITH from the “Outside Looking IN,” Your Faith Will NEVER “GROW.”   

Here is where those who have made a god of the scientific method are going to have a problem. You 
cannot find God with the most powerful telescope ever built. You cannot find him with a slide rule, or a test 
tube or an enormous computer. THESE ARE THOSE LOOKING FOR GOD FROM THE “OUTSIDE.”  There is only 
one way to find God and that is to take a step of faith, entrust your life to Him, and enter into a daily 
walk with Him as Savior and Lord of your life. I cannot prove to you the existence of God, but you can prove 
Him to yourself by giving yourself to Him by GROWING DAILY WITH HIM IN YOUR HEART.  YES, WITH HIM 
INSIDE OF YOU.  Christian FAITH CAN ONLY “GROW” FROM THE INSIDE—With God in Your Heart!!! 

Let me tell you about a young man named Ali Husnain. Ali came from a wealthy, prominent Muslim family in 
Pakistan. The Husnain family members are direct descendants of the prophet Muhammad. Wherever they 
went, the Husnain family was treated with great respect and honor. 

When Ali was seventeen he visited an aunt, who had become a Christian. Ali was shocked and angry that his 
aunt would betray Islam and her family. He went to church with her in the hopes of studying her religion and 
debunking it. Instead, Ali became intrigued by the joy and peace of the Christians he met. He began praying, 
“Show yourself to me. Show yourself to me. Who is the true God? Reveal it to me.” 

Then one day, during his prayer time, Ali had an overwhelming experience that convinced him that this humble 
Nazarene really was the Son of God. He went to his aunt, full of sorrow and fear, and asked her what it meant. 
She replied, “You were praying for this. God came and revealed himself to you. HE OPENED YOUR HEART 
AND CAME INTO YOU.  UNLIKE MOHAMMAD WHO STAYS OUTSIDE.  Now it is your choice.” 

Ali Husnain chose to become a follower of Jesus—ONE WHO OPENED HIS HEART TO JESUS AND 
INVITED HIM IN!!   Soon after, Ali’s parents disowned him and a terrorist organization targeted him for death. 
After Ali survived a brutal attack by a member of this terror organization, he moved to the United Kingdom. He 
plans to return to Pakistan someday to share his faith with his family and friends.  

Remember those words from Ali’s aunt when he told her that he had come to believe in Jesus as Lord? She said, 
“God came and revealed himself to you—HE OPENED YOUR HEART AND CAME INTO YOU. Now it is your 
choice.” 

 That’s a good message for doubting Thomas. And it’s a good message for us when we experience 
doubts about God’s existence or His purposes. 

Thomas was a doubter. He had to see for himself. Jesus did not condemn him for that. However, Jesus did say 
that “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” Doubt is an obstacle in FAITH…however it can 
be a tool that can cause us to have a deeper, richer, more meaningful faith.  

So, OPEN YOUR HEART AND INVITE HIM IN… surrender yourself to the Lordship of Christ, walk in his way 
and experience his LOVE for yourself.  If you are willing to do that he will help you overcome all DOUBT in 
your life!!  Amen. 

 


