
The Problem with the Big Ten, Exodus 20:1-21 

 
A Book Publisher once told about a book called THE TEN COMMANDMENTS which was to be published for the 

armed services during World War II. Unfortunately the book was too long. "How about using only five of them," 

quipped one of his editors, "and calling it A TREASURY OF THE WORLD'S BEST COMMANDMENTS?" 

That's what we would like, isn't it,” take out five and have a treasury of our favorite commandments? It's like a 

fellow who walked out of church after the service one Sunday. He shook hands with the Pastor and said, "Reverend, you 

really inspired me with your sermon on the Ten Commandments. Starting today, I'm going to keep one 

Commandment a week until I get through all ten." 

Isaac Asimov says that during the period when the Israelites were suffering in Egyptian bondage, God traveled over the 

earth seeking those who might follow His Law. He came across an Arab and said, "Would you like to follow my 

commandments?"  The Arab frowned suspiciously. "Like what, for instance?" God said, "One is: thou shalt not 

kill!"  The Arab said, "You must be mad. Follow that commandment, indeed! My profession consists of lying in wait for 

camel trains, slaughtering the merchants when they arrive, and confiscating all their goods. A commandment like that 

would just about ruin the whole system of private enterprise."   God turned away and traveled to Babylonia. There 

he accosted a merchant and said, "Would you like to follow my commandments?"  The Babylonian said, "For 

example?"   God said, "Thou shalt not steal!"   Said the Babylonian, "I am sorry. My entire living consists of 

buying cheap and selling dear, of misrepresentations and dishonesty. If I cannot steal, I cannot live."    Rather 

discouraged, God turned westward, and in Egypt, He found a bearded old man criticizing the ruler of the land in an 

attempt to get him to free certain slaves. God called to him. "Moses," he said, "would you like to follow my 

commandments?"    And Moses said, "How much do they cost?"     "Why, nothing," said God. "I'm giving them 

away free."   "In that case," said Moses, "I'll take ten."  

Three great religions of the world: ”Judaism, Islam, and Christianity,” have at their heart these sacred laws of God 

which we know as the Ten Commandments. They are not the Ten Suggestions or the Ten Recommendations. They are 

COMMANDMENTS given to Moses on a mountaintop as the Law of a Holy God.  

Here are some important things we need to see about these commandments. 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE THE FOUNDATION FOR CIVILIZED BEHAVIOR. Biblical scholars 

speculate that the Ten Commandments were put in their present form during the period of Exile (587-538 B.C.).          

The commandments have been divided into two sections. 1-3 ARE CONCERNED WITH OUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD AND OUR RELIGIOUS DUTIES.   "You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for 

yourself a graven image . . . You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain . . . Remember the Sabbath day 

and keep it holy. . . ." 

How are you doing thus far? Some of the commandments are easier to keep than others. Thirty years ago Sandy Koufax 

” a Jewish pitcher with a sling like David's for a left arm ” announced that he wouldn't play on the holiest day of his year, 

Yom Kippur. Koufax's employer, the Los Angeles Dodgers, respectfully pointed out that this was the first game of the 

1965 World Series. Couldn't he pitch just a little? "No," Koufax said. Later in the series, however, Koufax pitched 

shutouts in games five and seven, and the Dodgers won the series, 4-3.  Koufax's example was quite admirable, but a 

young man named Eli Herring, a 340-pound offensive tackle for Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah went one 

step farther. In his senior year Herring sported a 3.5 grade-point average and was judged a top senior offensive tackle in 

the pro draft. But Herring, a devout Mormon, turned down a possible multimillion-dollar deal with the Oakland Raiders 

because he, too, won't play on a holy day. Unfortunately his holy day, Sunday, comes up once a week, just when the 

Raiders buckle on their equipment and go to work. 

Herring meditated intensely over his dilemma. He could sign up with the NFL, play ball on Sundays and fill his life 

with fancy cars and houses, or he could teach math for $20,000 a year and honor the Sabbath. Herring's answer was to 

honor the Sabbath. He announced to the NFL that if he were drafted, he wouldn't serve.  

Two true stories,” one about a Jew, the other about a Mormon. But their example ought to cause us to do some 

thinking about our treatment of the Lord's Day. We can feel pretty good about the first two commandments, but far too 

many people profane God's name, and the concept of a Sabbath has almost been lost in pagan American culture. 



The 4-10 commandments are concerned with OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS. "Honor your father and 

mother . . . You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or 

his maidservant . . . or anything that is your neighbor's." In other words, the first section deals with our personal 

relationship with God, and the second section our relationships with one another. 

THESE (10) COMMANDMENTS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF CIVILIZED BEHAVIOR.   We could not live in 

a society where people were allowed to kill one another or steal from one another. Even the BAN against adultery serves 

a societal interest, “in order to maintain a viable family life” as does "honor your father and mother." The reason the 

Ten Commandments have remained with us so long is that no society can function well where they are ignored. 
That's the first thing we need to see.        Here's the second. 

TO KEEP THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN ALL THEIR RICHNESS REQUIRES A DEEP COMMITMENT 

TO GOD AND TO ONE ANOTHER. "What is it about human nature," someone has asked, "that makes it easier to 

break a commandment than a habit?" Certainly that is so in our culture today. Recent Gallup Polls showed the extent to 

which our ethical and moral standards are declining among ALL OF SOCIETY.   We are becoming a nation of 

cheaters in which nothing is holy and everything is allowed. 

READER'S DIGEST recently ran an article on automobile repair shops. When 226 garages were randomly selected to 

repair a car with only a missing sparkplug wire, 74 percent (167) repaired something not broken or did nothing and 

charged up to $500.  What is happening to us as a society? The loss of personal integrity is reaching AN ALL 

TIME HIGH.   

Some say “the Pendulum Began to Swing” even for Christians, in the 1960s when social morality began displacing 

personal morality. Both Christians and others were insensitive to the plight of African-Americans, women, gays, etc. 

The results off this change in people were predictable. Divorces soared, as did out-of-wedlock births. Meanwhile ethics 

in business turned south. Much of the conservative political tide in our nation is the result of the perception that as a 

nation we are headed toward moral chaos. But, fortunately for all of us, there are still people who stand for personal 

integrity. 

Back in 1994 golfer Davis Love III called a one-stroke penalty on himself during the second round of the Western Open. 

He had moved his marker on a green to get it out of another player's putting line. One or two holes later, he couldn't 

remember if he had moved his ball back to its original spot. Unsure, Love gave himself an extra stroke.   As it turned out, 

that one stroke caused him to miss the cut and get knocked out of the tournament. If he had made the cut and then 

finished dead last, he would have earned $2000 for the week. When the year was over, Love was $590 short of 

automatically qualifying for the following year's Masters. Love began 1995 needing to win a tournament to get into the 

event.    When someone asked how much it would bother him if he missed the Masters for calling a penalty on himself, 

Love's answer was simple: "How would I feel if I won the Masters and wondered for the rest of my life if I cheated to 

get in?" 

The story has a happy ending. The week before the 1995 Masters, Love qualified by winning a tournament in New 

Orleans. Then in the Masters he finished second, earning $237,600.  

It is refreshing to read accounts of persons with that kind of MORAL DECENCY.  They are becoming increasingly hard 

to find. The Ten Commandments are the foundation of a civilized society. Keeping the Ten Commandments requires 

some deep commitments. But there is one thing more to be said. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE NOT 

ENOUGH FOR CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR. 

Did you get that? The Ten Commandments are wonderful, they're essential, and YES, THEY ARE INADEQUATE!!  

When Jesus was asked to cite the great commandment, he did not mention any of the Ten Commandments. He cited a 

Law bigger than all the commandments put together. "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind . . . and your neighbor as yourself.” 

It isn't enough just to keep the Ten Commandments. They tell us what we are not to do. But that's not enough for 

Christian living. We need both personal integrity AND compassion. We need to have both morality AND love for the 

least and the lowest. Purity AND passion for the oppressed. The Ten Commandments and a strong social conscience.  



THE 10 COMMANDMENTS ARE WONDERFUL, BUT THEY ARE “NOT” ENOUGH!! 

In the book, AWAKEN THE GIANT WITHIN, motivational speaker Tony Robbins takes us back a few years to two 

events that captured the national spotlight. In one, a young woman was jogging when suddenly a dozen young boys 

began to sprint in her direction. Before she had time to realize what was happening, they pounced upon her, pulled her 

into the bushes and began to beat her with a lead pipe. One boy continually kicked her in the face until she was bleeding 

profusely. Then they raped her and left her for dead.  This tragic, unthinkable crime happened in Central Park in New 

York City. The attackers were children, from the ages of 14 to 17 years. Contrary to stereotypes, they were neither poor 

nor did they come from abusive families. They were boys from private schools, Little League players, kids who took 

tuba lessons. These boys were not driven crazy by drugs, nor were they racially motivated. They assaulted and could 

have killed this 28-year-old woman for one reason and one reason only: FUN.  They even had a name for what 

they had set out to do; they called it "WILDING." 

Not more than 250 miles away in our nation's capital, a jet airliner crashed on takeoff from National Airport during a 

blinding snowstorm. It hit the Potomac Bridge at the height of rush hour. As traffic snarled to a halt, emergency rescue 

services were immediately dispatched to the scene, and the bridge became a nightmare of chaos and panic. Firemen and 

paramedics were overwhelmed by the destruction, and dove again and again into the Potomac to try and save crash 

victims.  One man repeatedly passed the life preserver to others. He saved many lives, but not his own. By the time the 

rescue helicopter finally got to him, he had slipped beneath the icy surface of the water. This man gave his life in order 

to save those of complete strangers!  

WHAT DROVE HIM…asks Robbins, to place such a high value on other people's lives?                                    

People he didn't even know---People that he was willing to give his own life for in the process? 

HERE IS WHAT WE NEED TO SEE.  This man would have kept the Ten Commandments if he walked away from 

that crash—and helped no one. There is nothing in the Ten Commandments about helping your neighbor.  

The Ten Commandments are ESSENTIAL, however, they simply ARE ‘NOT’ ENOUGH.    

What WE need, is to add to these 10 LAWS…. the LOVE OF JESUS.   

That is why Jesus said that he had NOT come to destroy the Law but to “FULFILL IT.”  

AND WITH his LOVE HE HAS “FUL-FILLED” IT INDEED!!   Amen. 

 


