
You Have a Friend,   John 14:15-21      Sun. May 17, 2020 

 
There’s an e-mail story about an old man and his wife sitting in the parking lot of a supermarket with the hood up on 

their car. It is obvious they are having engine problems.  A young man in his early twenties with a grocery bag in his 

arm walks in the direction of the elderly couple. The old gentleman emerges from the car and takes a few steps in the 

young man’s direction. He points to the open hood and asks the young man for assistance. The young man puts his 

grocery bag into his expensive SUV, turns back to the old man and yells at him: “You shouldn’t even be allowed to 

drive a car at your age.” And then with a wave of his hand, he gets into his car and speeds out of the parking lot.   

The old gentleman pulls out his handkerchief, mops his brow and goes back to his car. Again he looks at the engine. 

He then goes to his wife and appears to reassure her that things will be okay. A stranger approaches the old man. 

“Looks like you’re having a problem,” he says. The old man smiles sheepishly, and quietly nods his head. The 

stranger looks under the hood of the car, but he has no more expertise with automobile engines than the old man.     

He assures the elderly gentleman he will return and heads to a nearby service station. He explains the situation to a 

mechanic and says he will pay him if he would help the elderly couple with their car.  Returning with the mechanic, 

the stranger gets into a conversation with the old gentleman. The stranger is wearing a ring signifying that he had 

been a Marine--So had the old man. He confides that he had served in some of the harshest battles in our nation’s 

history, including Guadalcanal and Okinawa. He had retired from the Marine Corps after the war. After the car was 

repaired and running, the old gentleman handed a card to the stranger and they shook hands and parted. A little while 

later the stranger happened to look at the card. The name of the old gentleman was on the card in golden leaf and 

under his name was written: Congressional Medal of Honor Society. It was only then that the former Marine 

realized that he had come to the aid of one of America’s heroes.          

This story reminds us, especially right now, that there are men and women who HAVE SERVED AND ARE 

SERVING their country in various ways, and receive very little in return. It is only right that we recognize their 

sacrifice, especially during this challenging time and honor them and lift them up!!    

 

Our lesson today from John’s Gospel is a powerful one. So often in the Gospel of John you don’t get a sense of the 

scene, the CONTEXT.  Jesus is always so DEEP IN THE MOMENT OF TEACHING “ABOUT HIS FATHER” that 

we don’t pick up the context, about what is happening-- It is the Last Supper. They have broken bread and shared 

from the cup. Jesus has washed the disciples’ feet. Judas has left them to go do his dark & dirty deed. And Jesus is 

telling the disciples that he will be leaving them. Listen to his words: “If you love me, keep my commands. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever the Spirit of truth. The 

world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and 

will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, 

but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 

are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who 

loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”          Jesus is preparing his 

disciples for his absence. He says, “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another ADVOCATE  . . .” 

“another advocate” like someone who will stand beside you in a court of law.  

 

The original Greek is “parakletos”. The King James Version translates this phrase as “another comforter.” The old 

Revised Standard Version translated it as “another counselor,” though it was changed to “another advocate” in the 

New RSV. The Message translation says the Father will send “another friend.” I like that. The new Common 

English Bible translates the phrase as “another companion.”          You and I, not being Greek scholars, can take our 

pick. The phrase literally means in English, “one who is called alongside to help.” The elderly couple sitting in 

that broken down car who were aided by that former Marine needed someone to come alongside them and help them 

in their situation. All of us will be in that situation sooner or later.  

A man who underwent open-heart surgery told a friend about his experience. He said, “The day before surgery a nurse 

came into my room to visit. She took hold of my hand and told me to feel it and hold it.”  

“‘Now,’ she said, ‘during the surgery tomorrow you will be disconnected from your heart and you will be kept alive 

only by virtue of certain machines. When your heart is finally restored and the operation is over and you are 

recovering, you will eventually awaken in a special recovery room. “‘You will be immobile for as long as six hours. 

You may be unable to move, or speak, or even to open your eyes, but you will be perfectly conscious. You will hear 

and you will know everything that is going on around you. “‘During those six hours, I will be at your side and I will 



hold your hand, exactly as I am doing now. I will stay with you until you are fully recovered. Although you may feel 

absolutely helpless, when you feel my hand, you will know that I will not leave you.’ “It happened exactly as the 

nurse told me,” the man continued. “I awoke and could do nothing. But I could feel the nurse’s hand in my hand for 

hours. And that made all the difference!—I knew I wasn’t alone…I knew I had a friend!! 

 

It does make a difference when someone comes alongside us when we are in need. That is the work of the Holy 

Spirit. In some instances the Holy Spirit comes with power. At other times, the Holy Spirit comes as guide. But there 

are times when we need a friend, a counselor, a comforter. Then the Holy Spirit serves in those capacities as well. 

But why does Jesus say, “I will give you ANOTHER  advocate . . .”  

 

The writer of John wants us to understand that the same Spirit that was in Christ is the Spirit that will be with 

us in our time of need. John is very clear that this is why Christ departed from this world so that his Spirit could be 

available to every person in this world who opens himself or herself to Jesus, to God.  This is the importance of the 

Trinity. The same Spirit that created this world and then became flesh in Jesus Christ returned on the day of 

Pentecost so that He might be available to every believer for guidance, for comfort, for empowerment, for clarity of 

mission and for strength as we seek to be Christ’s people. All of this is wrapped up in that short phrase, “And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever . . .”          In other 

words, it is God Himself who comes alongside us any time we are hurting or in distress. He is our Comforter, our 

Counselor, our Advocate, our Companion, our Friend. This is amazing good news to everyone who calls upon 

Christ in a time of need. The God of all creation does not forget us nor forsake us. Rather, whenever we are hurting, 

he comes alongside us.          

 

 Writer Ian Coffey tells us of the difficulty Bible translators had in translating the Scriptures into the Karre language 

of equatorial Africa. It was particularly difficult to translate certain ideas and concepts of the New Testament. One 

word was particularly difficult, PARACLETOS, the Greek word which we translate as Holy Spirit. How could they 

describe adequately the work of the Holy Spirit so that these people who had little experience of the Christian faith 

could understand?  

 

One day the translators came across a group of porters going off into the bush carrying bundles on their heads. They 

noticed that in the line of porters there was always one who didn’t carry anything, and they assumed he was the boss, 

there to make sure that the others did their work. However, they discovered he wasn’t the boss; he had a special job. 

He was there should anyone fall over with exhaustion. This man would come and pick up a fallen man’s load and 

carry it for him. This porter was known in the Karre language as “the one who falls down beside us.”  

 

The translators had the word they needed to convey how the Holy Spirit works in the life of a Christian. The 

Holy Spirit is the one who falls down beside us—the very Spirit of God, the breath of God, the mind of God, invading 

the life of the believer and giving us power to discern right from wrong, helping us resist temptation, assuring us of 

forgiveness when we fall, giving us the grace that assures us of acceptance by our heavenly Father.  

 

This teaching is reinforced as he continues to say in this passage, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

ADVOCATE to help you and be with you forever the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.    “I will not leave you 

as orphans . . .”   What a wondrous thought. God will not leave us as orphans.  

 

Can there be a sadder plight than that of an orphan with no one to care for him or her? It was particularly true over 

2,000 years ago. In Jewish society, an orphan did not have the guarantee of a home or daily provisions. Unless some 

kind soul took note of an orphan’s plight he or she was on their own—left to starve, sometimes left to die. 

 

One of the most moving passages in English literature comes towards the end of Charles Dickens’s Tale of Two 

Cities, a story of the French revolution. Each day, a grim procession of prisoners made its way on the streets of Paris 

to the guillotine.  

 

One prisoner, Sidney Carton, a brave man who had once lost his soul but had now found it again, was giving his life 

so that a friend of his would have his life spared. Standing beside Carton there was a young girl. They had met before 



in the prison, and the girl had noticed Carton’s gentleness and courage. She said to him, “If I may ride with you, will 

you let me hold your hand? I am not afraid, but I am little and weak, and it will give me more courage.” So they rode 

together, her hand in his; and when they reached the place of execution, Dickens tells us, there was no fear in her 

eyes. She looked up into the quiet composed face of her companion, and said, “I think you were sent to me by 

heaven.”   

 

It is obvious that that caring gentlemen was sent by God!   He will not leave us as orphans . . . That brings us to 

one thing more we need to see in this passage:  OUR PURPOSE—WHO WE ARE AS “FOLLOWERS OF 

JESUS.”  We are to be those who come alongside others who have fallen or are hurting. The Holy Spirit comes 

alongside us in our time of need. We therefore come alongside others.  

 

Many of you know the story of Jackie Robinson, the first African-American to play major league baseball. Maybe 

you saw the movie of his life a couple of years back. Facing jeering crowds at every stadium, Robinson was held to a 

higher standard than the white players of his time. Yet he maintained his poise in a magnificent way.  One day while 

playing in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he committed an error at second base and the crowd began to ridicule him. 

He stood at that base, humiliated, while the fans jeered. Then something beautiful happened. Shortstop Pee Wee 

Reese came over and stood next to Robinson. He put his arm around Jackie and stood with him facing the crowd. 

Robinson was no longer alone and the fans grew quiet.     Robinson later said that Pee Wee’s act of solidarity, the 

placing of his arm around Robinson’s shoulder, saved Robinson’s career and gave him the strength to go on.            

 

You say, that’s what it means to be a friend. Yes, but that’s also what it means to be a follower of Jesus. We are 

called to come alongside people we don’t even know. Why? Because that is what Christ in the person of the Holy 

Spirit has done for us. Jesus promised his followers he would not leave them as orphans. He promised that he would 

send them an advocate, a counselor, a comforter, a companion, a friend. If God has ever been any of these things to 

you—WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE??           

 

Do you realize we have been stuck, “STAYING AT HOME” for over 2 months now?  That we have sacrificed 

many wonderful events in life.  I am sure many of you have given up key events with your families & friends.  And 

now, Memorial Day, that time of remembering, a time of Sun, fun, picnics and frolicking around is knocking on our 

door.   Each day we are reminded of those who have died due to COVID-19.  And soon we will be reminded of those 

who died for our FREEDOM—A GIFT WE ARE ALL CRAVING MORE THAN EVER RIGHT NOW!!!  We have 

heard the U.S. figures of the Vietnam War to be 58, 200.  Whoever would have thought that we would overcome 

these numbers with a virus called COVID-19.  Did you know that in World War II alone 406,000 Americans gave 

their lives—Let’s pray our Covid Numbers never go that high!!  

 

But we also must remember…We are bought with a price—CHRIST’S LIFE.   So let us not reduce freedom to 

wastefulness or something we take for granted.  Remember there is a PURPOSE TO OUR LIVES… And in our 

lifetime God is with us and with the HELP OF HIS SPIRIT-OUR ADVOCATE, He shows us “OUR WAY”—in Life, 

even during THESE DREADFUL TIMES.     

 

SO, MAY WE HOLD ON TO THE “HOPE” FOUND IN THE FACT THAT:  “Service is our Highest Honor.”   

MAY WE SERVE HIM AND OTHERS—EVEN NOW—JUST AS CHRIST SERVED US, ALL THE WAY 

TO THE CROSS!!  Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 


