
The Pearl of a Great Price, Matthew 13:44-46    Sunday, July 26, 2020  
 
There are some things in life that are worth any price. How much would you pay for Good health? Especially Right 

Now!! Especially for one of your children? For peace of mind? Many of us do not appreciate the really important 

things in life until we lose them. But there are some things that are priceless, though we may not realize their worth 

when we have them.   

When Joseph Haydn worked for years as a composer for a certain Prince in Germany, the Prince's advisors constantly 

advised him that his money could be better spent on “things that mattered.”  They kept asking him, “What good is 

his music?”   What good, indeed!  The Prince he served has long been forgotten. Germany has had many wars. But 

the music of Joseph Haydn had written lives on forever. 

Of course even works of art have a relative value. Bernard Tristain once won a newspaper competition by providing 

the best answer to the question: "If a fire broke out in the Louvre and you could save only one painting, which 

one would it be?" His reply was, "The one nearest the exit." I can sympathize with that. 

“Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up; then 

in his joy he went and sold all that he had and bought that field. The kingdom of heaven, he added, is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls, who on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all he had and bought 

it.”   In other words, no matter how much you may own, no matter how glamorous you may be, no matter how high 

on the I. Q. scale you register, if you have missed out on the kingdom of heaven, you have missed out on the one 

thing in life whose value exceeds all others. 

If that is so….#1:  DON'T YOU THINK THAT YOU AND I SHOULD KNOW A LOT ABOUT THAT 

KINGDOM, AND #2:  DON'T YOU THINK THAT OUR PRIMARY GOAL IN LIFE SHOULD BE TO 

“CLAIM” THAT KINGDOM FOR OURSELVES? 

What can we say this morning about the kingdom of heaven? By the way, the terms kingdom of heaven and the 

kingdom of God are considered by scholars to be interchangeable. It may be that Matthew was hesitant to write the 

name "God" for fear of violating the HOLINESS of God's name, so he used the term "kingdom of heaven." What is 

this kingdom that Christ spent most of his ministry proclaiming? 

THE FIRST THING WE CAN SAY ABOUT THE KINGDOM IS THAT IT IS A PRESENT REALITY. 

One prominent Bible scholar estimates that of the 27 references to the kingdom of God or the kingdom of Heaven in 

primary sources, 18 imply a kingdom that is already here. "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be 

observed," said the Master, "Nor will they say, "Lo, here it is!" or ˜There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the 

midst of you." (Luke 17: 2021) Here is the primary defect in the discipleship of many believers. We come to Christ 

and make a commitment to him, and then we put our spiritual development on hold waiting until that day we enter the 

pearly gates in the world to come. My friends, wherever God is, there is heaven. Heaven is not a distant dream but 

a present reality. The kingdom of God is the kingly rule of God in the hearts of believers. 

I simply cannot understand why there are so many sour Christians. Have we not seen? Have we not heard? The 

kingdom of God is available to us here and now. Some of us are like the old farmer who was always complaining 

about the insects or the weather or the low price at market. Finally came a year when all the conditions were favorable 

and he brought in a bumper crop. "Well, you have it made now," said a friend. "Well, its fair," said the farmer. "Of 

course a harvest like this is pretty hard on the soil." You simply cannot please some people. They will never be 

satisfied. 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS A PRESENT REALITY. It is available now to anyone who will receive it. That is 

the first thing we need to see.  

Here is the second. THE KINGDOM IS ALSO A PRECIOUS RELATIONSHIP. Jeremiah foretold the coming of 

this kingdom hundreds of years before Jesus. He wrote: "and no longer shall each man teach his neighbor and each 

his brother, saying ˜Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me." The claim that we can "know" the God of all 

CREATION -- the notion that we can have direct access to Him.  This is the teaching that Jesus gave to each of us.  



By walking on this earth, Jesus showed us that God is like a loving Father to each of His children…something that is 

hard for many to comprehend.   

Several years ago the newspapers carried a human interest story about a little boy who was riding a bus across town. 

He was huddled close to an exquisitely dressed lady and was swinging his leg out into the aisle when he accidentally 

rubbed his shoe against the woman who sat across from him. Angrily she protested to the lady next to whom he sat, 

"Pardon me, but would you make your little boy remove his dirty feet from the seat?" The well-dressed lady took a 

hard look at the youngster as if she had not been really aware of him before and giving him a shove said, "He's not my 

boy. I never saw him before." 

Embarrassed, the little boy moved aside and sunk down in the seat as if to try to shrink from view. It was obvious that 

he was fighting back tears. "I'm sorry," he said to the lady whose dress he had soiled. "I didn't mean to." The lady was 

no longer angry and she felt badly that she had responded the way she had. "That's all right," she said. "Are you going 

somewhere alone?" He lowered his head and answered, "Yes, I always travel alone. My mommy and daddy are both 

dead so I live with my Aunt Maggie. But when she gets tired of me, she sends me to Aunt Elizabeth." The lady asked 

sympathetically, "Are you on your way to Aunt Elizabeth's now?" The child answered, "Yes, but Aunt Elizabeth is 

hardly ever home. I hope she is home today though. It sure is cold." 

"You sure are young to be riding the bus alone," said the lady. "It's OK," said the boy, "I never get lost but sometimes 

I get awful lonesome. So when I see someone I'd like to belong to, I sit real close to them and pretend they're my 

family. That's what I was doing when I got your dress dirty. I forgot about my feet." The lady moved over to the little 

boy and put her arms around him. He just wanted badly to belong to somebody.  

Isn't that the greatest NEED we all have? What is the kingdom of heaven except the knowledge that we belong 

in the family of God.   Heaven isn't jasper walls and streets of gold. Heaven is being in the presence of people we 

love and in the presence of God. This church ought to be a little slice of heaven. Your family ought to be a little 

slice of heaven. If they are not, it may be that we are still some distance from the kingdom. 

THIS BRINGS US TO THE 3RD & FINAL THING TO BE SAID: THE KINGDOM IS A PRESENT REALITY. 

THE KINGDOM IS A PRECIOUS RELATIONSHIP.  

FINALLY, THE KINGDOM, AS WE KNOW IT, IS AN IMPERFECT REPRESENTATION. 

The kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God that we experience in this world is just a “foretaste of the 

kingdom that is to come.” There is a city whose builder and maker is God. The kingdom of heaven is not only present 

but it is also future. That is why Jesus told us to pray, "Thy kingdom come." (Mt. 6:10) There will come a time when 

the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of our God and he will reign forever and ever! The wonderful 

privilege that God gives us is to prepare the world for this great kingdom. As St. Paul has written, "God was in Christ 

reconciling the world unto himself and giving to us the ministry of reconciliation...." 

Keith Miller in his book, Sharing the Taste of New Wine, gives a beautiful example of that reconciling work. He 

tells about a man named Jack who had been a professional boxer and a Marine. He was a hostile man and liked to 

party. He was far from a model husband and father. Indeed, he was so fierce that when he came home at night his 

wife would send their four children out to play in the back yard. 

Jack came to a Conference that Keith Miller was leading. At the end of the Conference Jack went to a member of the 

staff and said, "I want to be a Christian. I want to get converted." The staff member talked with Jack and suggested a 

few things he might now do in response to this decision. One of his suggestions was that Jack not tell anyone about 

his experience but that he ease himself slowly into this new life. A month later Jack came back and shared a most 

moving testimony. About a week after he had come home, he said, his twelve-year old boy knocked on his study 

door. 

The boy had some real problems. He had no friends at school. He was never chosen for ball teams. Recently he had 

been caught stealing in the neighborhood. So when he knocked on his father's study door, his father was eager to talk 

with him. His son came in and said, "Uh, daddy, uh, what's HAPPENED to you?" 



Jack was embarrassed. He was a tough guy. It was not easy for him to talk about his feelings. With difficulty but 

much joy he shared with his son how Christ had come into his life and how Christ was helping him love people more. 

After a long silence his son asked, "Daddy...do you suppose that I could give my life to Jesus, too?" Jack was stunned. 

They looked at each other and they embraced, which they had not done in several years. "That night," said Jack, 

"my boy started being happy." 

About a week later, Jack flew to New York. When he flew back there was his son, who never came to the airport to 

meet his dad, waiting to greet him. As Jack stepped off of the plane his son ducked under the chain and ran to meet 

him. "Daddy," he said excitedly, "Do you know what God has done?" Jack said, "No, what, son?" With an expression 

of awe the boy replied, "Daddy, God's changed every kid in my class!" Something tells me that father introduced his 

family to the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.   

Has your family been introduced to the kingdom? How about your neighborhood or the place where you work? God 

will bring in his kingdom someday. In the meantime, however, he is calling us to prepare the way. That is the most 

important task we have.   ESPECIALLY IN THIS TIME WE FIND OURSELVES.   

 

REMEMBER, the Kingdom of God, IS THE PEARL OF A GREAT PRICE….for which a merchant will sell 

everything he owns.  What are you willing to do so that others may have a chance at the “Kingdom of God?” 

Amen. 
 


